
Where is the profit in a 
name?

One of the greatest ironies of college sports is the NCAA rule that colligate athletes are not allowed to accept 

and kind of payment for endorsement deals and signing autographs. Typically, people go to college to with the 

intention of receiving a degree. The purpose of the degree is to get a job, more specifically, to make money. 

The colleges and universities around the country exist to educate people…and make money in doing so. In 

today’s system, people spend money to go to college, where they then make money from their jobs. Why is it 

then, that when some students have opportunities to make money simply by signing their own name to 

something, it becomes wrong to try and make money? The students that have this opportunity are college 

athletes. College athletes pour out their hearts and souls for the teams they are a part of and the universities 

they represent. These hard working people must put in countless hours honing the skills required to participate 

in sports at the colligate level, as well as thrive academically in course studies. It is an amazing accomplishment 

for an individual to get a degree and play a sport all through college. Yet, when it comes done to it, the NCAA 

tells these student-athletes that they should not use their own image and namesake to generate some kind of 

income. 

"There shouldn't be any doubt in the minds of student-athletes that under the current rules the 
membership has in place, you can't sign autographs for pay, and everybody's supposed to know that and 
be educated on that by their athletic department. Whether or not that's a rule you like is a different 
story. Here in Indianapolis, the beltway speed limit is 55 and as Mark Emmert, I think that's too low. But 
if I'm driving 65 and get pulled over, I can't say I don't like the rule. So we need to deal with the second 
question and is it time to re-look at this rule?" – Mark Emmert, NCAA President (Wolken, usatoday.com) 

President of the NCAA Mark Emmert brings up a valid point. The rule forbidding the exchange 
of money for autographs exists; therefore it must be followed, even if it is no longer fair or 
practical. Emmert even acknowledges that the rule is most likely in need of some re-vamping. 
He also states that everyone, athletes, coaches, and administration are all aware of the rule, 
suggesting that is without question the fault of the athletes for not following the rule. 
Emmert seems to forget however, that the athletes that are being suspended and persecuted 
for this “crime” are 18 and 19 year old kids. How big of a dangling carrot would it be for a 
young adult to agree to sign items for his or hers own fans, and then get paid on top of that. 
The temptation is too great for many, and who can really blame them? Especially when some 
of these athletes come from families of a lower socioeconomic class and could really benefit 
from this extra cash.   

A great unknown too many fans and college athletes a like, are things called scholarship shortfalls. These 

scholarship short falls are essentially the students out of pocket expenses after a full ride scholarship. In 2010-

11, the average out of pocket expense for a student athlete on a full ride scholarship was about $3,222. This 

means that over 80% of student athletes were living below the federal poverty line. But instead of allowing 

these athletes to make up this difference through something simple like signing autographs, the NCAA has 

declined. On top of this, the universities themselves are making a killing off of these same student-athletes 

that are living below the poverty line. While some of the more mild universities like Michigan and Florida turn 

a profit of a meager $42,000,000 during football season, Texas racks up a cool $70,000,000.  

“Even a simple and smart idea -- like letting players get what they can 
for their autograph, their likeness, their appearance, and then have 
that money go into a trust fund for the day they graduate -- has been 
shot down by the NCAA.” (Riley, espn.go.com) 

The report also said that football players with the top 10 highest estimated fair 
market values, like Texas A&M quarterback Johnny Manziel, might be worth as 
much as $547,000, during the year 2011 to 2012. Basketball players with the top 
10 highest estimated fair market values, such as Kansas Jayhawk forward Andrew 
Wiggins, for instance, might be worth more than $1.6 million for the same year. 
The report states that the fair market value was calculated using the revenue 
sharing percentages defined in the NFL and NBA collective bargaining agreements 
and team revenues as reported by each school to the federal government. The 
NCPA is headed by Romagi Huma, who is leading the effort to unionize the 
Northwestern football players. (Koba, cnbc.com) 

So, while the universities kick back and let the student athletes make them rich, 
the NCAA sits idly and ineffective when it could allow the student athletes a 
chance a make some money from their own names. Then, when an athlete gets 
caught doing something that seems completely fair to any sane human being, 
the NCAA shames and punishes them. Forcing athletes like Todd Gurley, running 
back and potential Heisman Trophy candidate from the University of Georgia, to 
sit out from playing in the middle of the season. Who does this hurt? The 
thousands of fans that bought tickets to come watch the future NFL prospect. 
The entire product on the field is completely minimized when the best athletes 
are sidelined. And for what? A signature.   

(Koba, cnbc.com) 

(Nance-Nash, DailyFinance.com) 

The idea of sport transcends the boundaries of race, generation, and geographic 
location. Humans have been playing sports for centuries, and competition is a 
basic human instinct. Sports are extremely popular, and even people who do 
not like to participate in sports are aware of sports because they do not like 
them. Colligate sports are some of the most polarizing and fascinating aspects of 
being in college. People are loyal to their schools teams and devoutly worship 
the athletes that inspire them. When a team does well, fans are filled with a 
sense of delight and that they are part of something bigger than themselves. 
When controversy and mayhem surround an athletic team, people are ashamed 
to be associated with that group, simply because they go to the same school. 
Coaches invest countless time and effort in to players and teams to make them 
as successful as possible. Alumni donate substantial amounts of money, just to 
support their alma mater. Dedicated students attend these athletic events to 
become closer with others and to root on their fellow students. 


